INTRODUCTION
The cooperation between Pomorskie province and its Russian partner was preceded by the contacts established in the early 1990s by Gdańsk voivodeship and later on by Elbląg voivodeship and Olsztyn voivodeship. Shortly after the Treaty of Good Neighbourship and Friendly Cooperation was signed Gomółka K., Polish-Russian cooperation of Pomorskie Province, "Economics and Law", Polszakiewicz B., Boehlke J. (ed.), Vol. 13, No. 1/2014, pp. 95-108 . DOI: http://dx.doi.org/10.12775/ EiP.2014.008
COOPERATION REFLECTED IN LEGAL DOCUMENTS AND STRATEGIES
Pomorskie province was created as a result the 1998 administrative reform and encompassed the geographical area of the whole Gdańsk voivodeship, Słupsk voivodeship less Sławieński poviat, some of the communes (gminas) of Nowodworski, Malborski, Sztumski and Kwidzyński poviats (which 1 The agreements were executed on the basis of agreements done at intergovernmental level: were formerly part of Elbląg voivodeship) and communes of Chojnicki poviat (formerly part of Bydgoszcz voivodeship). Pomorskie encompassed four cities with the rights of poviats: Słupsk, Gdynia, Sopot, Gdańsk, as well as 16 poviats, 25 municipalities, 17 urban-rural communes and 81 rural communes 2 . The border between Pomorskie and Kaliningrad Oblasts runs across the Vistula Spit. The legal grounds for the development of the cooperation in the researched period are provided, beside the previously concluded agreements between Poland and the Russian Federation, by the agreements regarding Poland's accession to Schengen area and introduction of visa requirements, the agreement on the sailing on the Vistula Lagoon, and the agreement on small cross-border traffic 3 . The foreign cooperation of Pomorskie is also based on the documents adopted by sejmiks: 'The Priorities of the Foreign Cooperation of Pomorskie Province' and 'The Strategy for the Development of Pomorskie Province,' which set up the objectives, the directions and the types of foreign cooperation of the province. The document entitled 'The Priorities of the Foreign Cooperation of Pomorskie Province' provides that the international cooperation of the province should be consistent with the principles of foreign policy of Poland and should result from the geographical location of the region, the transit functions of sea ports, the economic and intellectual potential of the area, its cultural heritage and ethnic diversity. The main geographical direction of cooperation was assumed to be the Baltic Sea Area, encompassing: in Germany - . The updated strategy for the development of Pomorskie province, of 2005, emphasised the fact that Pomorskie was playing an active role in the cooperation with the Russian Federation, for example participating in the works of the Baltic Euroregionpart of Interreg IIIA EU Initiative, which made it possible to establish bonds between all the members of the so-called South Baltic Development Zone. The strategy considered the following issues to be of vital significance for the future of the area: establishing the development areas along transport corridors, taking care of marine environment, protecting the cultural and natural heritage, creating conditions for investments as well as innovative and competitive development 6 . The strategy of 2011 drew special attention to the areas of trans-and international cooperation within the South Baltic region. The cooperation was to cover: development of sea and air traffic, cluster collaboration, creation of the accelerated development zones along transport corridors of European significance, construction of international power grids, activities that aim at improving the quality of the Baltic Sea waters and the integrity of the natural environment, international scientific cooperation between the South Baltic States, creation of the image and tourist brand of the Baltic Sea region, support for cultural exchange, and creation of international educational programmes that aim at raising the ecological awareness of the local citizens 7 .
PRACTICAL IMPLEMENTATION OF THE POLISH-RUSSIAN CO-OPERATION
The practical implementation of the Polish-Russian cooperation commenced in 1999 with the participation of the Marshal of Pomorskie (Marszałek województwa pomorskiego) in the conference on cross-border cooperation, organised in March that year in Kaliningrad. The talks focused on the shape and the principles of collaboration between the two regions. . The fact that the forum was attended by 330 participants proves that the interest in mutual contacts is high.
In Since 27 July 2012, that is the date when the so-called small cross-border traffic was initiated, Polish-Russian cooperation has gained a new dimension. The citizens of Kaliningrad Oblast and some of the citizens of Pomorskie province have been equipped with special permits and can travel across the border under visa free regime 27 . The agreement on small cross-border traffic has significantly intensified contacts between Pomorskie and Kaliningrad Oblast. The events that were organised until the end of June 2013 were mainly of economic character. The first of them was the conference 'The Vistula Lagoon -prospects of development and the use of its socio-economic potential in the course of Polish-Russian cooperation,' which was held in January. Also in January 2013 a seminar for companies from Pomorskie province was 25 Pracodawcypomorza.pl, Bałtyckie Forum Biznesu 2012 r., http://pracodawcypomorza. pl/2012 /01/27/baltyckie-forum-biznesu-gdansk-2012 -9-02-2012 / (08.07.2013 . 26 
